IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1,12 and 16. All presently pending claims are reproduced below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A cutlery dispenser system for dispensing cutlery utensils, 
each one of the cutlery utensils having an elongate handle, the dispenser system comprising: 

a bin having an open bin front; and 

a cartridge being removably insertable into the bin through the bin front and having 
at least one vertical slot extending substantially along a height of the cartridge and opening 
to a cartridge top and a cartridge side, the vertical slot being configured to contain a stack 
of the utensils such that the handles thereof protrude laterally beyond the cartridge side and 
wherein the vertical slot is configured such that at least one of the utensils may be removed 
by upward movement thereof beyond the cartridge top. 

2. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 further comprising a bin 
cover and wherein the bin has an open bin top, the bin cover being disposed upon the bin top to 
partially enclose the bin. 

3. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 wherein the vertical slot is 
shaped complementary to an outline of one of the cutlery utensils. 

4. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 wherein the vertical slot is 
sized to accommodate knives or forks or spoons. 

5. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 further including a lid 
member removably engagable to the cartridge top. 

6. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 wherein the bin has a 
bottom panel, a rear wall and opposing side walls interconnected by the bottom panel and the rear 
wall. 
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7. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 5 wherein the bottom panel 
has a vertical lip extending upwardly therefrom to restrict movement of the cartridge. 

8. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 wherein the bin includes a 
plurality of bays with adjacent ones of the bays being separated by a divider panel, each one of the 
bays being configured to receive one of the cartridges. 

9. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 further including a support 
rack configured to removably mount the bin thereto. 

10. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 9 wherein the support rack 
has an elongate groove formed in an upper portion thereof, the bin has a hook flange formed on a 
side opposite that of the bin front, the hook flange being configured to be removably engagable to 
the groove for securing the bin to the support rack. 

1 1 . (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 9 wherein the support rack is 
sized and configured to support a plurality of bins in side-by-side arrangement. 

12. (Currently Amended) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 9-10 wherein the 
support rack includes a pair of spaced-apart opposing side members interconnected by a first 
transverse member, the elongate groove being formed in an upper portion of the first transverse 
member. 

13. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 12 wherein the support rack 
further includes a second transverse member disposed in generally parallel spaced arrangement to 
the first transverse member in a tiered configuration, the second transverse member being 
configured to support at least one of the bins. 
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14. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 wherein the cartridge, the 
bin and the support rack are each fabricated of polymeric material. 

1 5. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 wherein the support rack is 
mounted to a rotatable base. 

16. (Currently Amended) A cutlery dispenser system for dispensing cutlery utensils, 
each one of the cutlery utensils having an elongate handle, the dispenser system comprising: 

a support rack; 

a bin being removably mountable to the support rack and having an open bin front; 

and 

a cartridge being removably insertable into the bin through the bin front and having 
at least three vertical slots disposed in sid e b e sid e side-by-side arrangement, each one of 
the vertical slots extending substantially along a height of the cartridge and opening to a 
cartridge top and a cartridge side and being configured to contain a stack of the utensils 
such that the handles thereof protrude laterally beyond the cartridge side and wherein the 
vertical slots are configured such that at least one of the utensils in a respective one of the 
stacks may be removed by upward movement thereof beyond the cartridge top. 

17. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 16 further comprising a bin 
cover and wherein the bin has an open bin top, the bin cover being disposed upon the bin top to 
partially enclose the bin. 

1 8. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 1 6 wherein the vertical slots 
are shaped complementary to an outline of one of the cutlery utensils. 

19. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 16 wherein the vertical slots 
are substantially identically shaped. 
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20. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 16 further including a lid 
member removably engagable to the cartridge top. 

21. (Original) The cutlery dispenser system of Claim 16 wherein the support rack 
has an elongate groove formed in an upper portion thereof, the bin has a hook flange formed on a 
side opposite that of the bin front, the hook flange being configured to be removably engagable to 
the groove for securing the bin to the support rack. 
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